
Sort it Out 
A durable learning routine



Printable Fact Cards for sorting 

Online adaptation:  
Fact Cards - Sort it Out in Padlet

More Sort it Out Routine Examples

Listen for qualities of 
effective directions

John’s students are 
sorting fact cards

How to 
Give Directions for 

Sort it Out

Examples

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D78x9H-pbi7box9gDydBT6nnGOu5mAEAjWbFtts5iEs/edit?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/johnt22/sje21mio2rgml3il
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iGWMAMbvr5ffhum7Xm8WiFOVCmgkoK_q/preview
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Z80ejZn22qmCUux-282FWLU_VlVjx0KC?usp=sharing


■ Look
■ Label
■ Sort
■ Mix

Mix-up your sources and 
Look, Label, and Sort in a new way



1. Sort into groups or line up to create a pattern.

2. Record the labels of each way you sorted.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/angelunits/onehour/mathfun/buttons-ans-circles.gif&imgrefurl=http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/angelunits/onehour/mathfun/mathfunlessona.html&usg=__5PzeUop-uxbO2R80QEOwqcO-03o=&h=303&w=200&sz=32&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=64Us_PCc5rjQXM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=77&prev=/images?q=sorting+buttons&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLF_enUS294US294&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/angelunits/onehour/mathfun/buttons-ans-circles.gif&imgrefurl=http://betterkidcare.psu.edu/angelunits/onehour/mathfun/mathfunlessona.html&usg=__5PzeUop-uxbO2R80QEOwqcO-03o=&h=303&w=200&sz=32&hl=en&start=16&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=64Us_PCc5rjQXM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=77&prev=/images?q=sorting+buttons&um=1&hl=en&rlz=1T4GGLF_enUS294US294&tbs=isch:1


After Sorting
Example Exhibition 

Preparation
Directions for Students



Create an Exhibition

What would make an exhibition really worth looking at?

Brainstorm qualities

Choose qualities for today’s exhibition

MUST HAVES STRETCH-AMAZINGS HELP RESOURCES

Circle ______
Underline ______
Write your strategy for __

Check _______
Add reflection on _____
Star _______
Compare ________

❏ Academic Language
❏ Background 

Information
❏ Evidence
❏ Thinking tool



Give your exhibition a title that inspires thinking about an 
important idea that your sources describe



Final Sort-It-Out for Exhibitions



Visitor

■ Describe

■ Question

■ Guess

Sorter

■ Listen

■ Explain

■ Revise

The Exhibition Routine



StandardsImportant 
Themes

How to Make a Collection for Sorting
words, facts, equations, graphs, data tables, concepts, problems, questions



Explore Sort it Out Resources

Math Sorts - Created by Kara Imm

Science Sorts

Math for America Teacher Made Sorts

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qfL2uhfqVFkfrDw3vG_5ResoO1RiKibM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vunu3Ju-3BbP-8WYBXbmi2Y_w3F3Qs36?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1m9Wv9DF-aQPcv78Uqy-lyZXCDMY09xjdQGKpqMFTliM/edit?usp=sharing


Sort it Out is a
Thinking Routine

■ Work the first time
■ Very few steps
■ Widely applicable
■ Create engagement
■ Ageless

■ Invoke high level 
thinking

■ Can be made visible
■ Can be used 

individually or in a 
group

Learn more about Visible Thinking

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/images/wooden_tool_box.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/product_info.php?products_id=157&usg=__lxEY0W2u_L95YOeCEyeVhQgJoIQ=&h=392&w=450&sz=26&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=igmOKquvc6DdLM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=tool+box&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SKPB_en&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/images/wooden_tool_box.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mywoodentoys.com.au/product_info.php?products_id=157&usg=__lxEY0W2u_L95YOeCEyeVhQgJoIQ=&h=392&w=450&sz=26&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=igmOKquvc6DdLM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=tool+box&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SKPB_en&tbs=isch:1
http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/VisibleThinking_html_files/03_ThinkingRoutines/03b_Introduction.html


You’re invited to be…
Adventurous
• Explore alternative views
• Open minded
• Think with a wide scope
• Seek understanding

Intellectually Careful
• Evaluate Evidence
• Alert for errors
• Check for accuracy
• Corroborate information
• Justify opinions with evidence

Collaborative
• Share ideas with others
• Ask clarifying questions

• Value the opinions of others

• Build learning through interaction

Strategic
• Set goals
• Take action

• Evaluate and revise plans

• Use knowledge to make decisions

• Reason through problems

Creative
• Create novel solutions
• Make unusual connections

• Combine ideas

• Rearrange elements into 
new patterns

Reflective
● Compare a product to criteria
● Evaluate a process
● Seek understanding
● Gather other opinions
● Consider relationship between 

parts and a whole

Thinking


